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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, over the past 15 
years this body has provided almost $3 billion 
for genetic research and the sequencing of the 
human genetic code. 

This project, known as the Human Genome 
Project, has led to more information about dis-
eases and a better understanding of our ge-
netic makeup. 

Advances in genetics have already led to 
the discovery of genetic markers for heart dis-
ease, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, many cases of 
breast cancer, and a wide variety of other dis-
eases. Along with these discoveries, scientists 
and healthcare professionals are developing 
new diagnostics which allow for early treat-
ment, personalized medicine, new cures, and 
targeted preventative medicine. 

Currently, there are over 15,500 recognized 
genetic disorders which affect 13 million Amer-
icans. Just two years after the completion of 
the Human Genome Project, laboratories are 
offering 1,042 different genetic tests, almost 
700 of which are used for diagnostic pur-
poses. 

On average, most Americans have six po-
tential harmful genetic mutations and the com-
ing years hold tremendous promise as a flood 
of new tests and treatments reach the market-
place. Unfortunately, these new abilities to 
predict and manage disease also provide op-
portunities for the misuse of this information. 
Should individuals and their families run a risk 
of losing insurance policies and jobs, many 
may choose not to take advantage of these 
new healthcare technologies. 

Without appropriate protections, this per-
ceived threat could stop Americans from learn-
ing about their individual healthcare risks and 
taking steps which could prevent life threat-
ening conditions later in life. 

For these reasons, I am pleased to support 
the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act 
of 2005 which was introduced today by Con-
gresswoman JUDY BIGGERT. This legislation 
would provide the protections needed to in-
sure that the use of genetic information con-
tinues to advance medical treatments and im-
prove our nation’s health by prohibiting the im-
proper use of genetic information in employ-
ment and health insurance. I look forward to 
working with my Colleagues on this important 
issue. 
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THE 46TH ANNIVERSARY OF TI-
BETAN NATIONAL UPRISING DAY 
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Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, today is the 46th 
Anniversary of Tibetan National Uprising Day. 
We honor the many brave Tibetans who sac-
rificed their lives fighting for freedom, and we 
demand that the Chinese government release 
all prisoners of conscience including Tenzin 

Delek Rinpoche and the 11th Panchen Lama. 
I am proud that my constituents in San Fran-
cisco organize a peace rally and march com-
memorating this day every year. 

When China’s People’s Liberation Army in-
vaded Tibet in 1949, Tibet was an inde-
pendent state. The Chinese government im-
posed an agreement on Tibet recognizing Ti-
bet’s autonomy over its internal affairs. But, as 
the Chinese government consolidated their 
control, they repeatedly violated the treaty and 
open resistance to Chinese repression grew. 

On March 10, 1959, the people of Lhasa as-
sembled together and called for the Chinese 
to leave Tibet, thus marking the beginning of 
the uprising. The Chinese crackdown was 
harsh. An estimated 87,000 Tibetans were 
killed, arrested, or deported to labor camps. 

In the years since the People’s Uprising, 
more than 1 million Tibetans have been killed 
and more than 6,000 monasteries and irre-
placeable jewels of Tibetan culture have been 
destroyed. We know that Tibetans are rou-
tinely imprisoned and tortured for nonviolently 
expressing their views. Beatings, prolonged 
exposure to extreme heat and cold, electro-
shock, sleep and food deprivation, and forced 
labor are among the techniques used to tor-
ture Tibetan political prisoners. 

Last month, the U.S. State Department pub-
lished its annual ‘‘Country Reports on Human 
Rights.’’ The section on Tibet states that ‘‘[Chi-
nese] authorities continued to commit serious 
human rights abuses, including extra-judicial 
killing, torture, arbitrary arrest, detention with-
out public trial, and lengthy detention of Tibet-
ans for peacefully expressing their political or 
religious views.’’ 

The Chinese government has not won the 
hearts and minds of the Tibetan people. Tibet-
ans are as devoted to their traditional beliefs 
as ever, and the bond between His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan people is fun-
damental and unbreakable. Attempts to drive 
a wedge between the Dalai Lama and the Ti-
betan people have failed and have been coun-
terproductive for the Chinese government. 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama is the key to 
peace and stability in Tibet. Envoys of the 
Dalai Lama have traveled to China and Tibet 
three times in recent years to continue discus-
sions with Chinese authorities on a permanent 
negotiated settlement. While open dialogue is 
a positive first step, it is time for the Chinese 
government to follow through with substance 
and not just process. It is time for China to 
take a step forward into a modern, open and 
free society. 

The survival of the Tibetan identity is an 
issue of urgent U.S. and international concern. 
If we are not committed to meeting the chal-
lenge of Tibet then we cannot be consistent 
when we talk about human rights in any other 
place in the world. 

As we honor the brave and heroic Tibetan 
people, we must heed the guidance of His Ho-
liness the Dalai Lama. He is a constant re-
minder that the crisis in Tibet is a challenge to 
the conscience of the world. We have not for-
gotten the people of Tibet in their struggle. 
Troops can crush a protest, but they can 
never extinguish the flame of freedom that 
burns in every human heart. 

PAUL AND JEAN AMOS PERFORM-
ANCE STUDIO DEDICATION AT 
WSRE–TV 
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OF FLORIDA 
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it was 
a pleasure to celebrate a significant milestone 
in WSRE–TV’s history last week as they dedi-
cated their new performance studio in honor of 
Paul and Jean Amos. 

Public television provides valuable commer-
cial-free educational, informational, and cul-
tural programming for communities all across 
the country. Here in our own backyard, 
WSRE–TV does a wonderful job of fulfilling 
the programming needs and interests of the 
Emerald Coast. As a local viewer and sup-
porter I believe they keep residents connected 
with the local community, the Nation, and the 
world in a way that no other outlet can or 
does. 

As we celebrated the dedication of the Jean 
and Paul Amos performance studio, we recog-
nized that WSRE transcends the typical oper-
ation of a public television station. Very few 
PBS stations around the country can accom-
modate their viewers within their physical 
structure. This performance studio is perfect to 
host forums and engage the public in direct 
participation to discuss issues important to the 
community. In keeping with WSRE’s mission, 
former General Manager Allan Pizzato had the 
foresight to construct this facility to bring the 
community into WSRE, so it could truly act as 
a mirror reflecting the interests of the commu-
nity. 

Public broadcasting stations are trans-
forming their mission in order to fulfill the 
niche of the community and the broadcast 
world. Just like the Internet is not just used for 
data gathering, but is now used as a tele-
phone service, cable companies are now of-
fering high speed Internet, and telephone 
companies are starting to offer cable. Just as 
these service providers strive to keep up with 
growing demands, public television stations 
must do the same. 

Years ago, WSRE recognized the need for 
change and responded quickly. PBS as an or-
ganization continues to provide the core base 
of educational programming and services, but 
WSRE–TV takes that service to another level. 
They understand that with cable’s niche pro-
gram offerings that the role of public broad-
casting must become more comprehensive, 
expanding into community outreach programs 
such as reading services for the blind, edu-
cational offerings and instructional courses 
transmitted over multi-casted digital channels, 
educational outreach activities such as the na-
tional teacher training institute to provide pro-
fessional development for teachers, and also 
services that provide resources for daycare 
providers to help prepare children for school. 

Telecommunications is rapidly changing 
every day. The possibilities are truly limitless. 
It gives me tremendous pride, both personally 
and as a member of the Congressional Public 
Broadcasting Caucus, to know that my public 
television station is not only keeping up; it’s 
going above and beyond the basic services 
required of it. 
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